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- Helping you protect your business and your people

Welcome to this quarters newsletter! Inside you'll find an update on the
UK retaining its working time directive opt-out, a look at work experi-
ence and how to risk assess it, and some things to consider when
communicating with a multinational workforce.

Gaining work experience -

Around half a million school age
individuals go on work experience
every year, with their placements
taking them into almost every area
of government, public service and
industry. Health and Safety law
defines a young worker as anyone
under the age of 18. The law con-
siders students on work placement
to be employees. As such, we em-
ployers are responsible for their
health, safety and welfare. A risk
assessment is an essential step to
ensure that the workplace is safe
and suitable for young workers and
children to be present. Students

Safely.

will frequently have little or no
knowledge of working environ-
ments and should as such be pro-
vided with additional supervision,
training and guidance. Employers
taking on work experience stu-
dents should remember that cer-
tain types of work are prohibited
for young workers such as using a
power press or driving a forklift
truck. Please contact us if you
require any assistance with carry-
ing out risk assessments for young
workers.

European Health and Safety Week 2008

This years European Health and Safety Week which runs from 20®"—24™" October
will focus on risk assessment. Please contact us for ideas on how your business
or organization can get involved during the week. For more information visit—
www.hse.gov.uk/campaigns/euroweek/
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A company director has been
sent to jail as a result of an inci-
dent where a builder fell 12ft
through a skylight. Glass had not
been fitted to the skylight and it
was not properly marked. The
judge described the companies
disregard for health and safety as
‘total lunacy’. The company was
also ordered to pay a nominal
fine of £10 after it was discovered
that the company had no assets.
Fines in these circumstances
wound usually be tens of thou-
sands.

m An NHS trust in the East Mid-
lands has been fined £18,500
and ordered to pay costs of
over £3500 after it was discov-
ered that an employee had
been repeatedly exposed to
gluteraldehyde whilst cleaning
an x-ray film processor.

m An adventure holiday business
has been fined £12,000 and
ordered to pay costs of over
£10,000 after a boy was se-
verely injured after falling over
18ft from a climbing wall. The
investigation discovered that
attachments to the harness
had not been secured correctly
and came loose when a load
was applied. The HSE found
that training and supervision at
the company was inadequate
and the policies and proce-

These workers were
seen using a skilsaw
on the pavement with
no eye protection,
dust mask or ear de-
fenders.

Focus on > PPE

Whilst PPE should always be considered as the control meas-

ure of last resort, it is very useful in the appropriate circum-
stances, Contact us for assistance with any PPE queries you

may have.

These roofers were
working with no har-
nesses or other means
of preventing a fall!

Prosecutions

dures that were in place were
not followed by staff.

A farmer has been fined a total
of £20,000 with costs for an
accident where a round bale
fell and crushed a 21-year old
employee, the bale weighing
around 1 tonne left the individ-
ual permanently paralyzed
from the waist down.

A construction giant has been
fined and ordered to pay costs
of £171,000 after the death of
a lorry driver when he fell from
the loading bay of his vehicle.
The driver was attempting to
restack poles as they were
over-height. There was no risk
assessment for the task and
workers had been left to them-
selves to sort the issue.

Asbestos

The HSE is launching
a new campaign in
October focusing on
tradesmen at risk
from asbestos expo-
sure. The aimis to
raise awareness that
tradesmen can be
more at risk than
they realise. Look out
for more information
in our next issue.
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